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AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
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CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 1522 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG. PBOR, MARR, UNSC, IS, LE, XF 
SUBJECT: RECENT SHELLING IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 

1 . RECENT PRESS STORIES HIGHLIGHT EXCHANGE OF SHELLING 
BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND CHRISTIAN (POSSIBLY IDF) FORCES 
IN SOUTHERN LEBANON OVER PAST SEVERAL DAYS. UNIFIL 
REPORTS ARE AMBIGUOUS ON WHO INITIATED FIRING AND SILENT 
ON WHETHER IDF ACTUALLY INVOLVED. ONLY JUDGMENT 
WHICH UNIFIL REPORTING MAKES IS THAT PREDOMINANCE OF 
FIRING (ABOUT 85 ROUNDS OF MIXED ARTILLERY AND MORTAR) 

CAME FROM CHRISTIAN (POSSIBLY IDF) POSITIONS IN EL QLAIA 
AREA AND IMPACTED ON BEAUFORT (ABOUT 60 ROUNDS), 

NABATIYAH (ABOUT 10 ROUNDS, AND QAQAYAT (ABOUT 15 
ROUNDS). ACCORDING TO UNIFIL OBSERVERS ONLY 12 MORTAR 
ROUNDS FIRED FROM BEAUFORT ON EL QLAIA AND TWO OTHER 
LOCATIONS. 
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